LORD   HALIFAX
that people realize how vital these things are.55 So
spoke Lord Halifax, gentleman, and when, in mid-
March, Hitler rounded off in Prague his victory at
Munich, it was generally believed that he sustained
a milder shock than the Prime Minister at the total
eclipse of the sun.
For he had the right formula ready. Because of
the political commotion it caused it is quite impos-
sible to avoid referring to the speech he made five
days after the German troops entered Prague. The
setting was a House of Lords unwontedly filled with
Peers who knew that, on this occasion at all events,
they would be flattered by hearing something of
importance. The Foreign Secretary defined the pur-
poses of Munich and then endeavoured to meet the
charge of having too guilelessly believed Hitler's
assurances. The formula ran as follows: " No Member
of His Majesty's Government has failed at any moment
to be acutely conscious of the difference between
beliefs and hope. It was surely legitimate and right
to have hopes." So Halifax only believes in the things
eternal. For his fellow-men he cannot cherish any
more stalwart emotion than hope.
The House of Lords, for some reason, contained a far
higher proportion of pro-Germans than the House of
Commons. Upon the whole they are more interested
in property, and to them the great menace to private
ownership lies in the Communism of Moscow. This
simple creed has been exploited with brilliant success
by the racketeers in Berlin. They claim to be the
great barrier to the march of anarchy and depredation.
A dangerously high proportion of politically minded
noblemen have lapped up this propaganda and
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